
Join Us for the Fourth Annual Get Down & Derby !!! 

Saturday, May 2nd, from 4-9 PM  

The Great Hall 

Grab your BEST HAT and 

join us on Saturday, May 

2nd to celebrate our 4th   

annual Kentucky Derby “A 

Day at the  Races” Charity 

Event benefiting the Down  

Syndrome Association of 

Memphis and the Mid-South. Be sure to wear your Derby Duds! There 

will be a live viewing of the race and a Derby-inspired  dinner, a silent 

auction, live music provided by local Memphis band, Reliance, dancing 

and a wine pull.  

Tickets are $75. To purchase tickets call DSAM (901) 547-7588. 

Coming in April: Christi & Austin Davenport 
FRI, APR 10, 7:45 AM -Ds Specialist Educator Training & Breakfast 
SAT, APR 11, 9:30 AM - Family Workshop: Box lunch & childcare provided    
Location: 6027 Walnut Grove  
     Baptist Med Plaza 2, 
                   Garrett Auditorium   
RSVP is required for this event!  
Call DSAM or email  
admin@dsamemphis.org 

Austin and Christi were born over    

thirty years ago, half a country apart, 

in a time when babies with Down      

syndrome were thought to have very 

limited potential. Both families were 

highly invested in their uncharted 

lives, leading to  remarkable success. 

But neither set of parents imagined 

their children would achieve the ultimate happiness that came to them. 

Austin & Christi met at a National Down Syndrome Congress           

convention for Youths & Adults, fell in love and courted via phone and 

airplanes for five years, leading to their wedding in October 2009. They 

attest to the authenticity of the NDSC’s theme, “We’re More Alike Than 

Different.” They both were fully included through the  majority of their 

education. At the same time, they were active in their respective      

communities through their church groups, community theater, sports, 

scouts, and social activities. Each has served on the National Down 

Syndrome Congress Board of Directors and each has been a keynote 

speaker, not only at a National Down Syndrome Congress annual     

convention, but for other gatherings around the country from the East 

Coast to Florida and California. 
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Spr i ng  2014  

Celebrate World Down           
Syndrome Day!  

 

World Down Syndrome Awareness 

Day is March 21st, 2015.WDSD is 

observed in more than 60 countries 

worldwide. Many organizations and        

communities promote WDSD to 

raise awareness and understanding 

of Down syndrome. Activities and 

events that take place of March 21 

showcase the abilities and         

accomplishments of people with 

Down syndrome. These events also 

focus on encouraging independence, 

self-advocacy & freedom of choices 

for people with Down syndrome. 

DSAM will celebrate with a Family 

River Kings Night on Saturday, March 

21. Game begins at 6:05. Admission for 

individuals with Down Syndrome is 

free. $5.00 for all others. Please RSVP 

by March 18th. 

—————————————————- 

Local schools and groups are    

hosting Dress Down for Down   

Syndrome events AND Dine Out for 

Down Syndrome events in March 

and April with proceeds benefitting 

DSAM. If you know of a restaurant 

that would be interested in Dine 

Out, or if your school or business 

would like to participate, please 

contact us, or visit the DSAM   

website for more information. 

 

Thank you to: The Bartlett 9th Grade 

Academy, Southaven Elementary 

and Desoto Central Primary for 

signing up so far! 

DSAM Wish-list 

DSAM is in need of the following items: microwave, crockpot, electric 

wok, cutting board, laminating machine, dust-buster, copy paper. If 

anyone is able to donate any of these items please call DSAM. 



Natalie Hale, founder of Special Reads for Special Needs, is a 

national speaker, award-winning author, reading educator,  

consultant and reading program developer. She has been     

invited to speak to the National Down Syndrome Congress, the 

National Association for Down Syndrome, and the National 

Down Syndrome Society.  

DSAM with the help of Special Education Instructor, Belle  

Eftink, is just beginning to implement the program with a 

small number of children. We hope to expand and grow the 

program. If you or someone you know would like to volunteer 

time to work with our children please contact us! For more  

information regarding the reading program call DSAM         

901-547-7888. To learn more about Natalie Hale, visit: 

www.specialreads.com. 

Spring is here and it’s Zoo Day 

time again!  

Tickets for DSAM immediate       

families are $ 8 per person and   

include admission to the zoo and 

lunch. Additional tickets are     

available for other family and 

friends at DSAM’s cost of $21 for 

adults and $15 for children. Lunch 

will be served at the Primate      

Pavilion from 1-3 PM. Reserved 

tickets may be picked up from the 

DSAM office Thursday, April 16 & 

Friday, April 17, from 9 AM—1 PM. 

 A table will be set up in front of the 

zoo from 12:30-1:30 for those who 

will be picking up your reserved 

tickets the day of the event.        

Families are free to look around the 

zoo before and after the event. Zoo 

memberships may be used for   

parking, but not for admission to 

this special event.   

Reserve your tickets by contacting 

the DSAM office by Monday, April 

13th.  Cost of tickets will increase to 

$ 15 pp for DSAM immediate      

families after April 13th.  

Emily Bowlan was crowned the 

2015 Bartlett High School 

Winterfest Queen on February 

6th. Emily is the daughter of 

Mark and Connie Bowlan and 

a Senior. She is a member of 

Best Buddies, Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes, and of the 

Sign  Language Club. Emily 

also bowls and plays basketball 

with Special Olympics. Emily 

is known for her vivacious  

personality and athleticism. 

She has many friends and 

fans, but if you ask Emily what 

she is most proud of, she will 

tell you it’s her brother,      

Jonathan.  

“I'm his number one fan,” said 

Emily, “and he’s been chosen 

by the University of Memphis 

to play baseball.”  

It’s not surprising Emily was crowned 

queen. She is popular with everyone,      

including her peers, yet remains a humble 

person. Emily is always encouraging others 

and maintains a positive outlook on life.  

“I'm so happy to hear this beauty won queen 

at her school,” said Krista Dye, a teacher’s 

assistant at Arlington High School who has 

known Emily for many years, “She (and her 

family) are so deserving of this! Emily is 

sweet, kind, hard-working, and out-going. 

Never meets a stranger. I love you, Emily. 

Thank you for what I've learned from you 

over the years.”  

Bartlett High Senior, McKenzie King said, 

“Our 2015 Winterfest Queen! I am so proud 

and honored to have her as our queen. She 

has been so excited all week and she looked 

so beautiful and happy! So glad I’m getting 

to experience senior year with her.”  

Emily Bowlan crowned the 2015 Bartlett High School Winterfest 

Special Reads for Special Needs ZOO DAY SUN.  APRIL 19th  -  1-3 
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Emily Bowlan after be-

ing crowned Bartlett 

High School’s 2015 Win-

Mrs. Belle working with Rocko, age 6. 



Company d presents, ”Local”, the result of a two week summer       

workshop hosted by Hutchison school. Master-teaching artists were 

commissioned to work with the company in the area of dance, theatre, 

and  visual arts to create pieces to include in the show. Pieces are based 

on public places in Memphis whose historical cycle has shifted from 

vital existence, to structures on the wane, to renewal.   

     LOCAL is an exemplary show to represent individuals with Down    

syndrome in the area of the  performing arts. The ensemble is           

celebrated for this musicality, inspirational impact and unique ability 

to shape the culture of their community ‘one step at a time’.  

     Performances will take place Thursday, March 19th and Friday, 

March 20th at 7:00 PM. It all leads up to the celebration of World Down          

Syndrome Day on Saturday March 21st. Tickets can be purchased for $10.00 ahead of time or $15.00 at the door.  

For more information or to purchase tickets please contact DSAM at admin@dsamemphis.org or call 901-547-7588.  

Performance Location: Wiener Theatre at Hutchison School, 1740 Ridgeway Road Memphis, TN 38119 

The form can be obtained by emailing                       

admin@ dsamemphis.org or calling       

901-547-7588. The application is also 

available on the DSAM website under the 

“News & Events” tab.  

     The deadline to apply for grants is May 

16, 2015. Applicants will be notified of 

awards no later than May 23, 2015. For 

more information about the convention or 

to reserve your lodging  accommodations 

visit www.ndsccenter.org or call: 

800.232.NDSC. 2014 Convention         

Registration opens March 2nd. Early Bird   

Registration and pricing ends May 15th. 

Each 

year, 

thou-

sands 

of    

people 

from 

across 

the 

globe  attend the National Down  

Syndrome Congress Annual         

Convention. For most, it’s to hear the 

latest  information from world-

renowned experts. For others, it’s a 

great vacation. But, for nearly all, 

there’s the one-of-a-kind NDSC    

family reunion feeling that           

permeates the  convention weekend.          

June 25-28, 2015, the 43rd Annual 

NDSC Convention will be held at the 

JW Marriott Desert Ridge in      

Phoenix, Arizona.  

     The DSAM board provides grants as  

incentives for  individuals with Down  

syndrome and their families to attend a 

NDSC convention and have access to the 

most up to date educational resources, 

research and  networking opportunities. 

This stipend is a reimbursement program. 

Families and individuals may seek      

reimbursement  for registration fees, 

transportation and lodging up to $500 per 

family or self advocate and up to $1000 for 

first time attendees per calendar year.  

     A conference stipend form needs to be 

completed to apply for reimbursements. 

Local: Dancing through Time… Places in Memphis 

NDSC Convention, June 25-28 “Beyond all Limits” 
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 5th Annual Bull Moose BBQ Competition & Poker Run  

Everyone is invited!   

5th Annual Bull Moose BBQ Competition & Poker Run to benefit DSAM 

Last year $ 5,000 was raised!  

Friday, April 3rd:Fun begins at 7 PM with entertainment by Intertwined & Southern Good Times.   

Saturday, April 4th: Family Fun Event begins at 11:00 am and will last all day at Somerville Moose Lodge,950 

Moose Lodge Road, Somerville, TN. $5 BBQ Plates, Music, Easter Egg Hunt, visit by the Easter Bunny at 1 PM, 

$3,000 in items to raffle, Kids Games & much more!   

Charity Poker Run- Sign in at Recycle Biker Shop, 747 W. Poplar #101, Collierville, TN:  Bikes & cars are 

welcome. Sign up at 9 AM, Run begins at 11 AM ending at the Somerville Moose Lodge.  $20 per rider / $15 per    

passenger. All participants will receive a free BBQ Plate upon arrival at the Somerville Moose Lodge. Winner       

receives $500! To join the BBQ competition go to www.mytnbbq.com. For more info, contact Marvin Hurley,          

901-282-6138 or by email mdhurley1957@yahoo.com 



A third-grader with Down syndrome 

will be front and center on advertising’s 

biggest night of the year as part of a 

television commercial for McDonald’s. 

Grace Ramsburg, 8, will be included in 

a one-minute TV spot for the fast-food 

chain alongside her brother, Adam, and 

father, Dale. 

The commercial features restaurant 

customers stunned to learn that 

McDonald’s will be asking for nothing 

more than “lovin'” as a form of payment 

from select diners through Feb. 14. 

The Naperville, IL. family is seen    

embracing after being told “your total is 

one big family hug” in the ad that was 

filmed in December at two                

Chicago-area McDonald’s locations. 

“All of the customers in our Super Bowl 

spot were random customers who had 

no idea they were being filmed to be in 

a commercial, let alone our  Super Bowl 

commercial, until after the filming. So, 

this   family was not specifically chosen 

but we’re thrilled they stopped into 

their local McDonald’s on that day to 

take part in this special commercial 

that is all about lovin’ our  customers,” 

Lisa McComb, director of media      

relations for McDonald’s, told 

Disability Scoop. 

The commercial will air during the first 

half of Sunday’s matchup between the 

New England Patriots and Seattle  

Seahawks and for two weeks following 

the game, McComb said.  

Grace’s mom, Holly Ramsburg, said the 

family just learned Thursday that they 

would be included in the Super Bowl 

ad. She’s not sure if Grace grasps the 

enormity of it, but said she’s            

overwhelmed. 

“There’s still misunderstanding and 

there’s still judgment,” Holly Ramsburg 

said of having a daughter with Down 

syndrome. “I feel like everyday when 

we go out and we’re able to get her face 

out there and get her personality out 

there it is wonderful.” 

Super Bowl Ad Features Girl With Down Syndrome 

By Michelle Diament, Disability Scoop                                                                                       January 20,2015 
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                                  Grace Ramsburg, 8. 

With Many Thanks to Our Loyal Donors 

Manuel DeTuya 

Patricia Goodfellow 

Joel Halvorson 

Raymond Jansco 

Gary Oberg 

James Remeur 

Alyson Robinson 

Joyce Robinson 

Heather Ross 

Jessica Savage 

Elizabeth Smith 

Michael Stephens 

Nancy Thielemier 

Shawn Weiser 

Lisa Wiersma 

 

In Honor of Wesley Baucum     

Amy Andrews 

 

 

 

In Memory of Becky Buchanan 

Linda, Martha, Dede, Valerie, Heather, Lisa, Su-

san & Fran 

 

Memorial for Bridget Margaret Dieringer 

Dr. Nichola Dieringer 

 

In Honor of Stella Edwards 

Richard & Dianne Malinoski 

 

In Memory of James Marshall Loosier 

Jody Smart 

 

In Memory of Charles Lee Mitchell, Jr. 

Phyllis Anderson 

 

In Memory of Sutton Shepherd 

Julie and Blake Bobbitt 

 

 

In Memory of Lori Siegal 

Jonathan, Jawanda & Rachel Mast 

 

 

In Honor of Renee Smith 

Terri Lynn Smith  

 

In Memory of Darlene Wells 

Betty Handwerker 

 

Amazon Smile Foundation 

Barton Power Sports/ Mid-South 

Motor Sports 

Fedex Employees 

Homer Skelton Ford 

International Paper Company 

Pugh’s Flowers 

Sedgwick 

Talbots 

Target Employees 

United Way 
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SAVE THESE DATES 
 
 

Thursday, Mar. 19 & Friday, Mar. 20– Company d presents Local 

 

Saturday, Mar. 21- DSAM celebrates World Down Syndrome Day @ River Kings 

 

Saturday, Mar. 28- New Family Brunch 

 

Tuesday, Mar. 31- Mom’s Night Out 

 
Friday, Apr. 3 & Saturday, Apr. 4- BBQ Cooking Contest Fundraiser 
 

Saturday, Apr. 19– Zoo Day 

 

Saturday, May 2– Get Down and Derby 

 

Saturday, May 16- New Family Brunch 

Wright’s Law with Martine: IEP Frequently Asked Questions 
 Recently, I was fortunate enough to attend a Wright’s Law workshop by Peter Wright, Esq. What an 

amazing experience! In future newsletters, I will be sharing information from the Wright’s Law Books & 

this workshop. Since we are heading into spring, ESY will be coming up. ESY (Extended School Year) or 

summer school will be a topic in IEP meetings. Here are answers to frequently asked questions from the 

Wright’s Law book, All About IEPs.  

        — Executive Director, Martine Hobson 

 

Who decides if my child will receive Extended School Year services? 

Your child’s IEP team decides if your child needs ESY services. You are a member of that team.  

 

My child has learning disabilities and has an IEP. He is in 6th grade but reads at a 3rd grade 

level. When I asked for ESY services, the team said he is not eligible because they only provide 

ESY for children with severe disabilities. Is this correct? 

No. The school may not limit ESY services to children in any predetermined disability category. The IEP 

team may not:            

 Deny ESY services to children with disabilities who need these services to receive a free, appropriate 

public education (FAPE).  

 Limit ESY services to predetermined disability categories.  

 Categorically exclude students with certain disabilities.  

 

When I requested ESY services for my child, the team said they use a “regression-recoupment” 

formula, and my daughter did not “regress enough” for ESY.  

All children, disabled and nondisabled, regress during long summer breaks. The IEP team must determine 

if the benefits your child gained during the regular school year will be in jeopardy if she does not receive 

ESY services.  

 

Some courts have held that parents should not be compelled to watch their child regress before qualifying 

for ESY services.    
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Follow DSAM on Social Media 
Be sure to follow DSAM on Social Media to keep up with the latest 

local DSAM news and events, as well as articles, news and events 

around the country!  

 

Like us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/DSAMemphis  

Follow us on Instagram: dsa_mem 

Follow us on Twitter:  @DsaMemphis  

2015 DSAM Board of 

Directors 

 
Ray Jancso –President 
Cindy Robb –Vice President 

Steve Baucum-Treasurer  

John Stamps-Secretary  

Jeffrey Allen 

Sherry Brooks 

David Elliott  

Holly Holt 

Denise Martin 

Sharion McInnis 

Jamilla Morrow Self-

Advocate 

Pablo Pereyra  

Ben Sumner Self-Advocate 

Nancy Thielemier  

Stephanie Turner 

Brandon Wann 

 

“DSAM appreciates their 

willingness to serve on our 

board for our loved ones 

with Down Syndrome and 

their Families. Thank you!”   

DSAM Staff 
 
Executive Director -Martine Hobson 
 
Social Events Coordinator -Sonya Oliver 
 
Administrative Assistant -Kay French 
 
Office Assistant  -Karen Pirocchi & Vicki Holland 
 
SACD Instructor -Marva Gumbel 
 
Reading is Key Instructor -Belle Eftink 
 
Medical Outreach -Tonya Lukic & Toneka Kelly-Buntyn 
 
Family Outreach -Reggie Hines 
 
Social Media –Casey Thorne 

https://www.facebook.com/DSAMemphis?ref=hl

